


































Commissioner’s Comments (Revised) July 14, 2020

By Vice Mayor Phil Hanna


I hope everyone had a safe and relaxing 4th of July. I believe the control of fireworks 
worked reasonably well. Many citizens reached out to me to express both sides of the 
decision. Everything from I enjoyed the quiet to why are these people launching 
fireworks? They are scaring my dog to death. Some thought it was un-American not to 
have fireworks on the 4th. I do know our beaches were much cleaner the next morning. 
No seven-foot stacks of empty boxes that once contained aerial rockets and more 
were on the beach this year. I am concerned about the response from the PCSO. I was 
one of several who called about an aerial display around the 2400 block of Beach Trail. 
First, the line was jammed the night of the 4th, but once I got through, the operator 
took my information. I can’t tell if a car was called into service as the incident 
continued for the next 45 minutes. And, yes, my dogs were terrified too. The next day, 
my wife walked the beach and noticed many fireworks boxes in front of a condo at 
25th and the beach. This may have been the location where the massive display was 
launched. Anyone near the area, even a block away, would be able to see the light-
show and certainly hear the percussions. Surprisingly, according to one of the citizen’s 
calls I received, this violation continued for the next four nights. I would think the PCSO 
would have noticed what was happening by then. On July 8th, the volley began again 
about 10 PM or so. I called the PCSO Comm line and identified myself and told the 
operator the situation. I watched out the window and soon no fireworks display. About 
fifteen minutes later, the barrage began again. This display continued on and off for the 
next half-hour — certainly enough time for a deputy to identify the location and go to 
the scene. Again, a citizen called me regarding the same situation. She had just been 
on the phone with the PCSO Comm line and lodged her complaint. 


Another issue I wish to address, again, is Golf Carts and ATVs on our streets. I will keep 
this brief as I know this will be part of a broader discussion on the 23rd of July. An 
underaged little girl (approximately 8 or 9) was riding a mini-ATV down Harbor Drive 
South. She had no protective gear. Directly across from my house, she lost control of 
the ATV and struck a brick supported mailbox. The structure was destroyed. Luckily 
she had only a few scrapes. What if the accident unfolded differently? What if she lost 
control to her left and ran head-on into an oncoming vehicle? Her parents replaced the 
mailbox and certainly had a scare. Many short-term rentals provide golf carts to their 
guests as a convenience and enticement to lease from them as opposed to their 
competition. I wonder if they also provide a copy of our golf cart ordinance? Doubtful. 
Reports of overloading the cart, driving on sidewalks along Gulf Blvd., and more have 



been reported, as well as witnessed by me. I still see underaged children driving the 
carts as dad or mom sit beside them. I am sure we will have a healthy exchange of 
suggestions during the July 23rd meeting.




























































































































































